The halls of the 
Academy are buzzing in 
preparation for the 
opening of the widely 
acclaimed exhibition 
‘Circles of the 
World: Traditional 
Art of the Plains 
Indians.”’ The show, 
which toured the 
United States and 
Europe, will open at 
the Academy on 
January 12. Beautifully crafted artifacts 
represent both the daily and ceremonial life 
of eighteen tribes of Plains Indians. The 
ability of these peoples to prepare soft 
leather and their uses of bead and quill 
embroidery is unsurpassed and the artifacts 
chosen for the show give testimony to their 
Skills. The complete schedule of traditional 
arts events, film series and lectures will be 
described in a brochure that will be mailed 
to all members in December. 


Opening January 12 


orrison 
Planetarium 


Sky Shows 


The Christmas Star 


The traditional holiday show The 
Christmas Star will be offered through 
January 1. The show begins with a look at 
the glittering star clusters, swirling clouds of 
color and tattered shells of exploded stars 


that make up the beautiful winter skies. 
Then the Planetarium’s huge star projector 
will take us back on a journey through time 
for a look at the skies as they appeared over 
Nazareth 2,000 years ago. What “‘star’’ 
heralded the birth of Jesus? Was it a comet? 
A supernova? A grouping of planets? The 
legend of the Christmas star will be 
examined for new meaning and old 
mysteries. 


Showtimes are Weekdays at 2:00 p.m.; 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays at 11:00 
a.m., 2:00 and 3:30 p.m. A special holiday 
schedule from December 17th through 
December 21 will offer additional shows on 
weekdays at 2:00 and 3:30 p.m. and 
December 24 through January 1 at 11:00 
a.m. and 2:00 and 3:30 p.m. 


Exploring the Skies of the Season, a 
survey of the current night sky over San 
Francisco can be seen on Saturdays, Sundays 
and holidays at 12:30 p.m. The show can be 
seen on weekdays at 12:30 from December 
17 through January 1. 


Members are encouraged to use their free 
planetarium passes for either of these sky 
shows. . .and bring a pass for a guest! 


The planetarium will be closed on 
Christmas Day. 


Laserium 


Three exciting light shows are presented in 
Morrison Planetarium. Crystal Odyssey 
features a narrated fantasy trip through a 
land of light and color against a backdrop of 
classical music. 


Laser Rush is a rhythm of swirling and 
weaving laser lights in tune to the new 
album ‘‘Grace Under Pressure’’ by the 
popular group Rush. 

The music of Pink Floyd takes you to the 
‘*‘Dark Side of the Moon’’ to the beat of 
“Great Gig In The Sky’’, ““On The Run” and 
others. 


Laserium showtimes are: 

Crystal Odyssey at 5 p.m. on Saturdays, 
Sundays and Holidays and daily December 
26 through January 1. 


Laser Rush at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays. 


Pink Floyd at 9:00 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays and at 9:00 p.m. on 
Thursdays and Sundays. 


Ticket prices: Adults $4.50 (5:00 matinee 
show $3.50); children 6-12 and seniors $2.50 


Advance tickets are available through 
Ticketron or can be purchased one-half hour 
before showtime at the main entrance to the 
museum. 


Please note: Planetarium passes are not 
usable for Laserium shows. Children under 6 
are not admitted to Laserium. 


nside the Academy 


The spirit of the Holiday season will once 
again be celebrated at the Academy 
beginning with the annual festival ‘‘Trees 
Around the World.’’ On December 1 and 
2 members of Bay Area ethnic communities 
will decorate large Noble firs in Cowell Hall. 
Traditional handmade ornaments will be 
used to festoon trees by groups from 
Switzerland, France, Germany, Old Russia, 
Poland, Armenia, Lithuania, the Ukraine, 
Sweden, Japan, China and America. Gaily 
decorated pinatas, a gift from the Mexican 
community, will hang from the ceiling of 
Cowell Hall. 


To greet the Holiday season with joyous 
music, the San Francisco Recreation 
Symphony under the direction of Laurie 
Steele will perform works by Brahms, 
Dvorak and Mozart. This free program will 
be held in Wattis Hall on December 2 from 
3:00 - 4:00 p.m. 


The Twelve Trees of Christmas, a gala 
evening for members and their families will 
be held on Wednesday, December 5. 
Beginning at 6:00 p.m. members and their 
families can stroll among the beautifully 
decorated trees and pinatas in Cowell Hall 
and find inspiration for decorating their own 
trees at home from the origami birds, 
Swedish straw figures and blapsushka - a 
candy filled noise maker made in Russia. (To 
learn how to make some of these ornaments 
see the Traditional Arts Program on 
December 8.) At 7:00 the “‘High Street 
Circus”’ will amaze everyone with their 
feats of magic, juggling and holiday high 
jinks. From 7:30 to 8:00 the German Youth 
Choir of San Francisco under the 
direction of Gottfried Fritzl will perform a 
selection of European and American carols 
in Morrison Auditorium. Filled with toe 
tapping holiday spirit members can return to 
Cowell Hall where the Academy’s own Santa 
will make an appearance and offer a special 
yuletide ‘‘Science in Action” at 8:15. A 
special hint - if you like frogs and things that 
go bump in the night, you'll love our Santa. 
And finally at 8:15 everyone can get into the 
act of breaking the Mexican pinatas that 
are bursting with holiday goodies. 
Throughout the evening from 6 until 9 p.m. 
the Nature Company will be open for 
holiday shopping and will serve 
complimentary hot cider for children and 
hot mulled wine for adults. 


Antique jars ready for Christmas 


Just in time for Christmas, the Depart- 
ment of Herpetology has a limited supply of 
antique glass specimen jars for sale. Each one 
was custom designed and hand blown. Pur- 
chased between 1906 and 1920, the lid of 
each jar was individually ground to assure a 
virtually airtight fit. The jars, which are on 
display in Cowell Hall, would make ideal 
Christmas gifts, either individually or as 
canister sets. Sizes range from 8 oz. to 150 
Oz.; prices range from $5 to $30. For com- 
plete information and a price list, send a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to Jens 
Vindum, Department of Herpetology, 
California Academy of Sciences, Golden 
Gate Park, San Francisco, CA 94118 or call 
221-5100 ext. 218. 


To fill you antique jars or a Christmas 
stocking the Geology and Invertebrate 
Zoology Departments are holding a rock, 
fossil, seashell and mineral sale. If you 
would like to find some bargains and 
unusual gifts, visit their table in Mineral Hall 
on Saturday, December 15 from 10 to 5. 


Become a tour guide for ‘“‘The Circles of 
the World: Traditional Arts of the Plains 
Indians’ which will be seen at the Academy 
from January 12 through April 29, 1985. The 
training sessions will be given by distin- 
guished scholars beginning in December and 
continuing through January on weekday 
afternoons. Participants will conduct tours 
once a week for student groups and the 
general public. The cost of the course is $20 
per person and scholarships are available. 
For more information contact Susan Douglas 
at 668-7376. 


The Junior Academy will offer holiday 
workshops and field trips from December 17 
through January 2. The elephant seals of Ano 
Nuevo, Stanford Linear Accelerator and the 
Marine Mammal Center are among the des- 
tinations of these one day trips. Registration 
will be by mail. If your child is not already a 
member of the Junior Academy call 
668-7376 for a schedule of activities. 


The cafeteria has undergone major renova- 
tion and is now open with a greatly 
expanded menu. The buffet now offers a 
salad bar, deli sandwiches, soups and chili, 
in addition to lunch items that can be 
enjoyed in the pleasant, new surroundings. 
There is even a deli case where you can pur- 
chase cold cuts and salads for a picnic in the 
park. Treat a friend to lunch the next time 
you visit the Academy! 


Dr. John McCosker, Director of Steinhart 
Aquarium, will appear on the Nova tele- 
vision program ‘‘Jaws: The True Story.”’ Dr. 
McCosker worked with the BBC and Ocean 
Images Ltd. on the preparation of this special 
which separates the myths from the facts 
about great white sharks. This Nova program 
will be aired on KQED Channel 9 on 
December 4 at 7:45 p.m. and on December 
25 at 7:00 p.m.; it will also be seen on KQEC 
Channel 32 on December 11 at 8:00 p.m. 
The following scientific papers have 
recently been published by the California 
Academy of Sciences: 


Chaffee, Chet and Weitbrecht, Barbara. 
Catalog of the asteroid type-specimens 
and Fisher voucher specimens at the 
California Academy of Sciences. 
Occasional papers, No. 142. 


Doyen, John T. Systematics of Eusattus and 
Conisattus (Coleoptera; Tenebrionidae; 
Coniontini; Eusatti). Occasional papers, 
No. 141 


Newberry, Andrew Todd. Dendrodoa 
(Styelopsis) abbotti, Sp. Nov. (Styelidae, 
Ascidiacea) from the Pacific Coast of the 
United States, and its impact on some 
gonadal criteria of its genus and subgenus. 
Proceedings, v. 43:15 


If you are interested in receiving copies of 
these publications, contact Mary Stillwell at 
221-5100, ext. 272 on weekday mornings. 


eet the Staff 


Alice Franco 


Four years ago this month Alice Franco 
became the Membership Coordinator for the 
Natural History Museum and Aquarium’s 
12,000 members. ‘‘Not much has changed,” 
she answered to the question ‘‘What are you 
doing now with our 20,000 members?” 
“The biggest problem still seems to be late 
newsletters, and the solution must be found 
at each local post office.’’ All newsletters 
leave the central post office for distribution 
to local post offices by the 26th of the 
month. ‘‘Our mail seems to be last on the list 
of priorities in some districts, so the only 
thing to do is complain to your hometown 
branch,”’ Alice advises. 


How does someone become involved in 
membership coordination and development? 
‘Just lucky, I guess.’’ Alice was working for 
the World Affairs Council in a variety of 
positions, one dealing with membership, 
when she heard about an opening at the 
California Academy of Sciences. She applied 
and two days later she started work. 


In four years Alice’s staff has grown to one 
other full time and three part time people. 
She has conquered the computer and has 
managed to keep the growing number of 
members happy with efficient and rapid 
service. ‘‘Although our numbers are 


increasing we are still able to give our 
members personal attention, which is as 
important to me as I’m sure it is for the 
members.” 


Visiting museums has been a part of Alice’s 
life since she can remember, and now, 
working behind the scenes and comparing 
the California Academy of Sciences to other 
institutions, she positively glows about what 
this museum offers its members. ‘‘There are 
few places anywhere that have as many 
benefits: free admission, planetarium passes, 
Pacific Discovery, monthly newsletter, Open 
House, classes for adults and children, trips 
local and exotic. We're still a bargain, too, 
compared to some other organizations in 
town.” 


Recently Alice coordinated a membership 
survey which involved some of you. Now 
the results are back and tell us who our 
members are, what they enjoy doing, and 
what they like about the Natural History 
Museum and Aquarium. (In an upcoming 
issue of the Newsletter we'll summarize the 
results for you.) 


Because Alice’s father was first in the Navy 
and then a Foreign Service Officer, her roots 
are spread from Morocco, to England to 
Laos. Her degree from Harvard University 
was in East Asian History and she still studies 
Mandarin Chinese. ‘‘No, I don’t use it much, 
but I enjoy learning and once in awhile I can 
chat with a visitor in their language.’’ When 
Alice isn’t at her desk, she is active with the 
League of Women Voters, and says she’s one 
of those people who sees water and ‘‘can’t 
resist going in.”’ If you ever need help just 
give her a call, but try not to call on 
December 28. . .she’ll be getting married on 
that day! 


You don’t have to dig deep for 
this great find... give a gift 
membership in the California 
Academy of Sciences 


Please enroll: 


Name: 
Address 
Zip 


asa 
(see categories below) 


in the California Academy of Sciences Golden Gate 
Park, San Francisco 94118 as a gift from: 


Name: 
(as you wish it to appear on gift card) 

Individual Membership $30 
Family Membership $35 
Contributing Membership $50 
Curators’ Circle $100 
Student Membership $20 
Senior Membership $15 
Senior Couple $20 


If you have any questions, please call the Membership 
Office at 668-7379. 


Allosaurus 


raditional Arts 


On Saturday afternoons at 1:00 p.m. visitors 
to the museum can enjoy and interact with 
some of the diversified ethnic groups of the 
Bay Area. Each week one of these groups 
will share its cultural heritage by a 
presentation of one of their traditional arts. 


December 1 In the Spirit of an old-time 
Jewish freylach (a musical get-together), the 
Simcha Orchestra will set your toes 
a-tapping. 

December 8 Learn how to make tree 
Ornaments similar to those decorating our 
ethnic Christmas Trees in Cowell Hall. 
Demonstrations will feature the folk arts of 
Japan, Russia, Switzerland and Lithuania. 


During the Holidays bring the family to see 
the Academy’s ““Trees Around the World”’ 
exhibit. Regular Saturday afternoon perfor- 
mances will resume January 5 with Maria 
Smith performing Italian folk songs. 


he Month 
At A Glance 


DECEMBER 

Traditional Arts Program - Jewish freylach 
Trees Around the World Festival 

Trees Around the World Festival 

San Francisco Recreation Symphony 


ANH NN Re eR 


Twelve Trees of Christmas family 
evening 

8 Traditional Arts Program - ornament 

making 

9 Last day of Open Eyes Unlimited 
12 Members Meeting 
13. Members Meeting 
15 Rock, mineral and shell sale 
15 Last day of Shooting for the Gold 


dult Education 
And Travel 


Academy Expeditions 


Plan your 1985 travel year now. There are 
diverse destinations with adventure and 
education for every traveler. For information 
call the Academy Travel Office at (415) 
221-5100. 


In 1985 Academy members can have 
the Grand Canyon two different ways! 
Each trip to one of the world’s great natural 
wonders has its own special quality; each 
varies in length and the areas covered. It is 
up to you, the adventurer, to find the tour 
that most suits your needs, travel 
preferences and schedule. 


WILDERNESS GRAND CANYON 

April 7 - 12 

Repeated by popular demand, this 
expedition will provide members the 
Opportunity to visit seldom-seen portions of 
the Grand Canyon on a five-day river raft 
and hiking adventure. Starting at Pierce 
Ferry, we enter the Canyon through the 
dramatic gates of the Grand Wash Cliffs, 
moving up river to Separation Canyon by 
motorized raft, then floating down by oar 
power. Short day hikes into pristine areas 
such as Columbine Falls, Indian Caves and 
Gneiss Canyons are supplemented with 
informal lectures on the geology, 
archaeology, and natural history of the 
Canyon. Led by geologist Jean DeMouthe, 
this tour is for those who wish a more 
vigorous travel experience. Cost is $490 plus 
round trip air from San Francisco to Las 
Vegas. 


GRAND CANYON WHITEWATER 
EXPEDITION 
August 19 - September 1 


A superior wilderness experience that will 
take participants from Lee’s Ferry (Mile Zero 
of the Canyon) to Whitemore Wash near 
Lake Mead. This special tour is made in 
dories, decked, compartmented, unsinkable 


rowboats that measure 17’ by 7’. Each dory 
is captained by a professional guide and 
carries four participants - an ideal way to 
experience the thrill of some of the greatest 
river rapids in the world. Time actually spent 
floating is less than four hours per day. 
Numerous half-day and all day side trips 
highlight your exploration of the Canyon: 
Upper Elves Chasm, Royal Arch Creek, 
Monument Creek, Stone Creek, Thunder 
River, Matkatamiba Canyon and Havasu 
Creek to name but a few. The tour will be 
led by Academy naturalist Brian Gibeson. 
Cost is $1346 plus transportation to St. 
George, Utah. This trip is recommended for 
those who have camping and hiking 
experience and who are in excellent physical 
condition. 


Other 1985 expeditions include: 


ANTARCTIC ADVENTURE 

January 13 - 27 

$4690 to $8450 plus air 

BAJA CALIFORNIA CIRCUMNAVIGATED 
March 10 - 24 

$2980 to $4580 plus air 

THE ISLAND WORLD OF INDONESIA 
March 22 - April 9 

$4635 to $7435, including air 

A DIVE TRIP TO THE SEA OF CORTEZ 
May 12 - 23 

NORTH TO ALASKA 

June 15 - 30 

THE CANADIAN ROCKIES: A Nature 
Spectacular 

July 19 - 28 

KENYA ADVENTURE SAFARI 

July 19 - August 1 

THE HEARTLAND OF AFRICA 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Botswana 
August 4 - 25 

GALAPAGOS ISLANDS 

October 5 - 22 


ecember 
Members’ Meetings 


Dates & Times 

Matinee, 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
December 12 

Evenings, 8:00 p.m., Wednesday and 
Thursday, December 12 and 13, 1984 
Place 

Morrison Auditorium 

Speaker 

Elizabeth Gawain 

Subject 


The Friendly Dolphins of Western 
Australia 


‘Imagine having a dolphin for a friend. . . 
one that lives free in the ocean, and comes 
from out of sight on the horizon right to 


your beach. Elizabeth Gawain has spent five 


years in Western Australia becoming 
acquainted with a family of bottlenose 
dolphins. Each day since the 1960’s these 


dolphins have approached humans standing 


in the shallow water at Monkey Mia Beach; 


they bring their young, accept fish and allow 
petting. Ms. Gawain will share not only her 
deeply personal feelings about these 
encounters, but will discuss the practical and 
ethical questions which are raised. Should 
Monkey Mia Beach be developed as more 
people come to visit the dolphins and enjoy 
the beauty of the area? Should access to the 
area be closed or limited? This slide 
presentation will leave members with a 


sense of wonder about this unique 
relationship between man and animal and 
raise questions about man’s responsibility to 
his fellow creatures. 


As usual, your membership card admits you 
through the main entrance at Cowell Hall or 
through the Wattis Hall entrance for the 
matinee presentation. Please be prepared to 
show your card once again at the auditorium 
door for the afternoon meeting. 


SNEAK PREVIEW: January 9 and 10, 
Richard Conn, from the Denver Art Museum, 
will give an introduction to the major 
exhibition opening January 12, “‘Circles of 
the World: Traditional Art of the Plains 
Indians.”’ 


Please note - Beginning January, 1985 
the Wednesday afternoon members 
meeting will be held one half hour 
earlier - at 2:00 p.m. 


(pectal Exhibits 


The popular exhibit of paintings by Andreas 
Nottebohm, Open Eyes Unlimited, will 
close on December 9. The large acrylic 
paintings were inspired by photographs sent 
back from space by NASA probes and 
translated by the artist into haunting visual 
statements about the mystery and vastness 
of the universe. 


Shooting for the Gold can be seen in 
Peterson-McBean Galleries through 
December 16. The action-filled color photo- 
graphs by Walter Iooss, Jr. capture the 
physical and emotional energy expended by 
athletes as they trained and competed for the 
Olympic Games. 


Pepperwood in Bloom continues to bring 
springtime to Cowell Hall. Photographer Jo- 
Ann Ordano has captured on film the vernal 
beauty of the Academy’s natural history pre- 
serve, Pepperwood Ranch. Springtime 

flowers and shrubs burst forth in glorious 

color in Cowell Hall Gallery through January 31. 
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